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-PINNERS HALL: 


TO THE 


S O CIE T Y 


who meet 


- 


on Lord's Day mornings, 
At 


the following funeral Diſcourſe, 
occalioned by the death of their late Paſtor, 
preached and publiſhed at their requeſt, 


is inſcribed ; 
by their affectionate, 
humble ſervant, 


Heoxton-Squa 9 - 
8 753 Caleb F leming. . 
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G 
ACT. Xi. 24, 24. 


WW ho, when he came, and had ſeen 
the grace of God, was glad, and ex- 
horted them all, that with purpoſe of 
heart they wou d cleave to the Lord, 

for nE was A GOOD MAN, AND 
FULL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND 
OF FAITH; and much people were 


added to the Lord. 


A from theſe words, that there is no- 

> thing in nature more amiable than a 

truly good man, whoſe principal buſineſs and 
higheſt pleaſure is to make men eaſy here and 
happy forever. For altho other qualifications 
have their value, ſuch as knowledge, ſaga- 
city and penetration, abilities for the atchiev- 
ment of great actions which would com- 
mand admiration; yet, of all characters, 
that of goodneſs is moſt venerable and lovely : 
and has, in it's ſimilitude the neareſt approach 
...8 to 


\ CELEBRA TED Divine obſerves 


(2) 
to divinity.” ® Hence BARNABAS iy 
ſpoke of as a good man, &c. the Philan- 
thropy, the fervent defire he had of promot= 
ing the weal of mankind by the ſpread of the 
goſpel, occaſioned St. Luxz to give him 
this charaRter, — | 
TH4S hiſtorian furniſheth us with exten- 
five views of him in his various employment, 
as an Evangeh/t, which will determine the 
propriety ot his perſonal character. When we 
har taken a ſurvey of Barnabas, we may in- 
dulge ourſelves in an accomodation. After 
this, make ſome practical reflections, 
BARNABAS was a Levite, and of the 
country of Cyprus, who was one of them that 
ſold their lands, and brought the money to 
AR. iv. the feet of the apoſtles. He was the firſt 
36, 37- perſon who ventured to introduce Saul to the 
apoſtles, when all the other diſciples were afraid 
Ch. ix. of him, He was ſent by the Church at Je- 
26. ruſalem to preach the Goſpel to the Gentiles 
Ib. xi. 22. at Antioch. He brought Paul from Tarſus. 
Ver. 26. He is employed jointly with him in carrying 
Aus to the poor chriſtians in Tudea, dur- 
Ib. o. ing the famine. They return together to 
Ch, xii, Antioch, and are engaged in a farther miſſion 
25- to the Gentiles, and go thro' ſeveral countries. 
xut. 2: They make another return to Antioch ; and 
jet out thence to Jeruſalem on a diſpute which 
aroſe 


Pr. S. Clarke's Sermons, Vol. III. Serm, IX. 


639 


aroſe about the Gentile converts: and carry 


back a decree in their favour. 
Xp altho' a difference had been occa- 
ſioned between them, on account of the cow- 


ardice of obn Mark, Barnabas's Siſters Son, Ch. aii. 
1 13, comp 
A LEARNED eccleſiaſtical WRITER * hag 29. 


given us very early teſtimonies in favour of : Cor. ix. 


this Barnabas, who was held in high venera- 8 i. 9, 


they are again reconciled, 


tion among the firſt chriſtians, as an Apos- 


wE may, by the premiſes conclude his 


eminence and importance in the chriſtian 
church, from his labours ; when he ſaw the 
grace of God, he was glad; 1. e. when he 
ſaw what effects the Goſpel doctrine had had 
in the numerous aſſembly of Chriſtians, the 
much people, It ſhould thus ſeem he was 
an excellent and very popular preacher : his 


heart felt the vaſt, the infinite moment of 


truth and grace, as appears by the ey he had 
upon its ſucceſs, and the pathetical exhorta- 
tion he gave them of cleaving to the Lord. 


BUT St. Luk thus accounts for it, he 


was a good man, &c. By good, we are un- 
doubtedly authorized to underſtand, ſome- 
thing very diſtin from rigid virtue. And 
as it is but one branch of his character, it will 
properly denote a particular excellence in 

2 him. 


e Dr, Lardner*s Credibility, Part 11. Vol. I. 
n. J. 


I 


(4) h 
him, Tt is a benignity, a benevolence of 
ſpirit that throws a 1 luſtre on the hu- 
man character; a quick ſenſibility and com: 
paſſionate ſympathy is intended, which gave 
him ſuch a prompt diſpoſition to communi- 


cate eaſe, light and joy. This had its riſe 
in an unlimited, unconfined generoſity of na- 
ture, that conſiders mankind as all of one 
blood, the production, the offspring of God, 
and as univerſally his care. St.'Pavur has 
this ſame diſtinction, ſcarcely for à RIGH=- 
TEOUS man will one die, yet peradventure for 
a GOOD man ſome would even dare to die. 
BARNABAS appears to have been thus diſ- 
tinguiſhed from moſt of the Evangeliſis, who 
were cramped in the fetters of jeuiſb pre- 
judicies, and would preach the WorD to none 
but Fews only, And yet, theſe with their 
prejudices had their virtues. But Barnabas 
was quite catholic and ſo far from envying, 
that we find him rejoycing at the Grace of 
God on the Gentiles ; when he ſaw them in- 
cluded in the divine ſcheme of mercy he was 
glad, for be was a good man; and beſides this, 
full of the Holy Spirit. 1 
DOUBTLESS, this will include the miracu- 
lous gifts; ſometimes ſpoken of under terms 
of perſonality; ſometimes it is put for the Goſ- 
pel itſelf, and at other times for the moral 
effects of the Goſpel on the hearts of men. 
When we conceive of it as importing the 
2 | extra- 


(5) 

extraordinary gifts, we view Barnabas as well 
qualified to ſupport the doctrine he taught, of 
God's having made Jeſus both 1 and 
CnR1sT ; ſince the miracles he wrought in 
his name did demonſtrate that truth. And 
| becauſe theſe divine abilities of relieving the 
wretched and miſerable, were enen 
expreſſive of adorable goodneſs! _ 

IF we apply the terms, Holy Spirit, to the 
Goſpel ſcheme, it would then import, his 
large and extenſive acquaintance with its truth 
and grace, qualified, by inſpiration, for deli- 
vering the doctrine of Jeſus ſo as to beſt ſuit 
the capacity and condition of his audience. 
And this is no ſingular ſenſe of the Holy Spi- 
rit; for our Lord ſays, my words they are 


| Spirit, and they are life, And St. Paul diſ- Joh. vi. 


tinguiſheth the Goſpel diſpenſation from the 3: 


_ Moſaic, by the terms Shirit and letter: and 2 Cor. f ill, 
and very frequently the Goſpel is ſo deſcribed, Job. ii. 
© WHEN the facred writers have occa- po = 


fion to ſpeak of the moral influences and 6. 
effects of this divine ſcheme, nothing is more 
common than the term Spirit, or the fruits 
of the Spirit. And in truth theſe virtues, 
the brighteſt ornament of the chriſtian, were 
-1n their full ſtrength and vigor, ready to ex- 
preſs themſelves on every occaſion which was 
given to this evangeliſt. 


BESIDESs theſe, be was full of faith, 


* 


(6) 


1 Hs primarily has reference to the perſua= 


Gon he had of the truth of the Goſpel, con- 


fidered as a ſyſtem of divine love, full of great 
and precious promiſes. Motives and induce- 
ments to a ſteady adherence to its doctrines 
and morals. This faith ſuppoſed a correſ- 
pondency in his ſpirit and life with the genius 
of the Goſpel. His faith was not a lifeleſs, 
inactive, unmeaning principle; but had its 
proportionate virtue and efficacy pn 41l his 
temper, aim and action. His whole deport- 
ment bore teſtimony to his faith, No won» 
der with all theſe qualifications he was popu- 
lar; no wonder he was ſucceſsful, ——- 
THIS ſhall ſuffice for the view propoſed to 
be taken of Barnabas. 
Fou will now indulge me in the acommoc- 
dation. 
1 Know many excellent men are averſe to 
ones dwelling much on characters in funeral 
diſcourſes, And where there is danger of diſſi- 
mulation and flattery, there is both prudence 
and ſafety in the caution, — But who muſt 
I flatter ? the dead, For what pur- 
ole ? the living. Who are they? — 
You have had the opportunity of a near ac- 
quaintance, and critical knowledge of the de- 
ceafed ; the attempt woud be vain to impoſe 
upon you and worſe than vain in expo- 


ſing myſelf, And as by adulation I can have 
nothing to hope from = friends, none will 
once 


(7) 

once ſuſpect my courting the good graces of 
his enemies, — _ - T8 
Ay yet, ſuch was the conſpicuous cone 
dition of the late Reverend Dr. James Fos- 
TER, that no man in lis day has beenmore 
extenſively admired and reproached, revered 
and reviled, —— 

AS you of this Church have appointed me 
to this ſervice, in juſtice to you and the pub- 
lic, I am under the neceſſity of dwelling more 
largely on his character, and would 

1. GIVE you ſome ſignificant ſtrictures of 
his life. 5 

2. SEE what accommodation his perſonal 
character will have to that of BAR x ABAS. 

THE information of ſome worthy Gentle- 
men, enables me to ſay of him the follow- 
ing things. | 

« HE was born at Exeter Sep. 16. 1697. 
His Grandfather was a Clergyman at Netter 
ing in Northamptonſhire. His Father was edu- 
cated by a diſſenting Uncle, and was himſelf 
a diſſenter; and by Trade a Tucker, or Fu- 
'LER in Exon. His Mother eſteemed one af 
the beſt of women. - 

AT five years of age he was put td the. 
Free-School at Exeter, and had his Grammar 
learning under Mr, Thorpe : who diſcovered 
in him ſuch a genius, that he boaſted of him 
as the glory of his ſchool, Here his intima- 


(8) 
cy cammenced with Dr. Cox v BEAR, the 
preſent Biſhop of Briſtol. 

THENCE he was removed to an Academy 
in the ſame city, kept by the Reverend Mr, 
Josxeen HALLET ſenior ; and with whom 
he finiſhed his ſtudies : * Here he was admir- 
ed by his Tutor and fellow ſtudents, as having 
natural abilities ſuperior to moſt, a quick ap- 
prehenſion, a ſolid judgment, a happy me- 
mory, a free commanding elocution. In his 
public exerciſes, his thoughts were clear, his 
talents for argumentation great, his modeſty 
and integrity remarkable; and for the ſtrict. 
neſs of his piety, the candour of his ſpirit, 
the tenderneſs and benevolence of his heart, he 
was highly eſteemed. From his ficſt coming 
to the academy he had a ſovereign contempt 
of human authority, in all matters of religious 
opinion, faith and practice. Nothing would 
convipce him ſhort of reaſon and argument. 

HE began to preach at the age of twenty 
years and ſix months, in the year 1718. 
Soon after which a ſtorm was gathering, and 
a ſcandalous attempt making to zmpoſe articles 
of faith. So little did proteſtant diſſenters un- 
derſtand their own profeſſed principles —His 
- Miniſterial labours about the country had great 
acceptance; and he was in high eſteem with 

many 


af This learning he had gratis, which * always Qank: 
fully acknowledged, 


(9). 


many; but with none more than with that 
moſt excellent perſecuted Divine Mr. James. 
PrzRcE, —— Clamours ran high againſt 
him, and he was revailed upon to accept of 
an invitation to Melberne in Somerſetſhire ; j 
where he continued till ſome of his hearers, 
who had caught the common infection, made 
the place uneaſy to him; So that he removed 
to the Reverend Mr. NicnoLas BiLLinGs- 
LEY'S. at Aſhwick, under the mountains of 
Mendip; where he began an intimacy with 
the Reverend Mr. S TOG DON. Here he 
preached to two poor, plain congregations, 
one at Colesford, the other at Wookey near 
Melli; both of which together did not raiſe 
him more than the yearly falary of G15. yet 
here he retained great chearfulneſs, and pur- 
ſued his ſtudies with cloſe application. His 
chief view, ſays a worthy divine who knew 
him well, was, to maintain his own integrity, 
and promote the honour of his great Lord; 
bearing. difficulties with a rational firmneſs, 
and calm ſubmiſſion to the divine will,” 
ſhould conclude by the dates, that here he 
wrote his celebrated Eſſay on fundamentals, 
and likewiſe his Sermon on the reſurrection of 
Chrift proved and vindicated; for th Fy Werg 
publiſhed ; in 1720. 

THESE pieces raiſed him a large number 
of enemies; the poiſoned arrows of detraction 
and calumny flew thick at him. He re- 

C | moves 
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> (10) 1 
moves to Trowbridge, where he boarded with 
Mr. Norman, a reputable Glover. Here his, 
congregation did not conſiſt ordinarily of more 
than 20 or 3o perſons, and they of the preſ- 
byterian denomination. And, although he 
was convinced by reading Dr. GALE, that 
baptiſm by immerſion was moſt proper; and 
_ accordingly was that way baptized in London, 
this made no difference at all between him and 
his people, However, ſo very inſufficient 
were his finances for his ſupport in this place, 
that he had thoughts of quitting the miniſtry, 
and betaking himſelf to ſome ſecular employ- 
ment &. : e Sa et od NN 
Bur divine providence deſigning him for 
more public ſervices, raiſed him up a friend 
in RoBERT HovuLTon, Ei; who took him 
into his houſe as his chaplain, and treated 
him with much humanity. A virulent pam- 
phlet, reer to be written by a Clergy- 
man, falls foul both on his Eſſay and Patron; 

utting the latter under a curſe for taking him 
— his houſe, and bidding him God. ſpeed. 


% 


* 


* His refuſing to ſtarve, was no indication of his 
want of chearfulneſs; and his' chuſing rather to have 
learnt the trade of Mr, Norman, than ſeek for ſuccout 
in the Eftabliſhment, is an early inſtance of his ſted- 
dineſs in the. priuciples of non- conformity; of which 
he gave later teſtimonies in declining the large offer 
made him by Dr. Ru NAL, biſhop of Derry. 


h (11. 

He himſelf is called, a deceiver and Anti- 
. IN the year 1724. he was choſen to ſuc- 
ceed the Reverend Dr. Gal E at Barbican ; 
and was July I ſt. ordained co- paſtor with the 
Reverend Mt. Josz yn BURROUOCEHS, with 
whom he laboured above 20 years. 
IN 1731, he publiſhed his valuable defence 
of chriſtianity, againſt TiNDAL ; of which 
Tindal always ſpoke with great regard. © 
AND in the year 1744. he was choſen to 
ſucceed the judicious and amiable Dr. JeRE- 
MIAH HuNT, in the paſtoral charge of the 
independent church of Pinners. Hall, Here 
he preached his firſt Sermon Jamary 6, 
RES Soc i wt ud i e 
— December 1748. the univerſity of Aber- 
deen conferred on him the degree of Dr. in 
Divinity. What opinion the Scotch Divines had 
of his merit may be ſeen in the letters below#®- 
C 2 I Must 


* That from the Principal, TOS BLack- 
wELL, L. U. D. [known in the learned world and 
juſtly admired for his Life of Homer, and his Court of 
Auguſtus,] runs thus, I rejoice in an opportunity of 
ſhewing my regard for your perſon and character. For 
this end, I choſe, that a Diploma creating Mr. Faſter, 
Dr. of Divinity, ſhould be the firſt deed and inſtrument 
1 ſhould do and ſign as principal of this Univerſity, —— 
It is the AMIABLE character, to which I have there 


attempted to do ſome juſtice, — 


Mariſchal College, 
Aberdeen, Dec. 8, 1748. 


- 


(1) 
1 MUST not carty your eye a little back- 
ward, —— 2" . | 
_ His attendances on Lord KTLMAR NOE 
Auguſt 1746. ate thought by thoſe who lived 
with him, to have made too deep an impreſ- 
ſion on his tender, ſympathizing ſpirit, An 
3 n abate- 
Proſeſſor David Fox DYE writes thus, of the 
I th following, „we beg you will be ſo good as to ac- 
- cept of the Diploma, as a ſmall mark of the ſincere ve- 
neration, we have for you, and of the ſenſe we entertain 
of the eminent ſervices you have done the cauſe of liber- 
ty, religion, and virtue by your writings as well as public 
Inſtrutions.” we 4 2 . 
In another from the ſame, the date torn off, which 
anſwers one of Mr. Fofter's of the 26th of November, 
1748, and in which he appears to have refuſed the Diplo- 
ma, the profeſſor ſays, ** I am glad that by our diſpatch 
of what ought to have been diſpatched long ago, we pre- 
vented Mr. Faſter's declining what ſo well becomes him 
to receive, and us to confer. I aſſure you ſincerely, we 
rather ſeek to reſſect honour on ourſelves than to do y 
honour, by rightly placing the academical Digi 
the principal value of whick is the being at once highly 
merited and entirely unſolicited, Our ſociety mean b 
the juſt compliment inſerted in the body of the Diploma, 
. to expreſs their eſteem of the madeſt preacher, than 
5 do full juſtice to his charaQter,---For my part, Sir, it 
gives me a ſincere pleaſure to have contributed my ſmall 
mite to 'do/juſtice to the merit of dne, who, ——has ſo 
often conttibuted to exalt my devotion, and confirm - 
my attatchment to virtue,” at 


Faq; mente Virum vers egregium JacogUM 
FosTeRr, dignum Evangelio Miniftrum - Ingenio, 
Doctrina Eloquentia inſignem, Virtutis ac Veritatis 
Amicum, Libertatis, tam civilis quam chriſtianæ Vin- 
dicem, Vitaque quam ſcriptis, prohatiſſimis licet, ela- 
riorem, inſigni Honoris titulo promeritis decorars 
volentes, S. 8, Theologias Doctorem creavimus. 


LA we . — 


(tz) 
abaterient of his vivacity was henceforward 
diſcernible till the year 1750. when in A. 

/ he was viſited with a violent diſorder, 
of which he never thoroughly recovered ; 
though he Nate dg he had an a- 


r, yt h. 1752. Three 
os five e Hal e ock: ever ſince 
wich though with ſome intervals of miti- 
gation, his diſorders have been too moving 
for any particular deſcription. More gene- 
rally IT would obſerve of them, that they 
were ſotnewhat of the paralttic kind. His 
intellectual abilities were greatly 'impaired ; 
eſpecially for the laſt ' twenty-two months. 
It is obſervable he never once diſcovered in 
his moſt ſenſible ſeaſons of reflection, any the 


leaſt uneaſineſs with his theological ſyſtem; 


but to the laſt ſpoke with great ifatifaRtion 
of the narrow and confined ſchemes of the 
divine mercy. — Ten or eleven days before 

he finiſhed, a dead palſy ſtruck bis right 
fide; but he remained ſenſible, and much 
more calm, even till he breathed his laſt, 
which was on the 5th day of this current 
month November; when the wiſe and good 
Sovereign of life appointed his deliverance, 
when he arrived in the port of reſt and peace, 
and landed ſafe on the bliſsful ſhore of im- 


mortality, = — 
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4 to bis other Works: 


THEY are all 3 known and ap: 
Sake His Tracts on bereſy againſt Dr. 


STEBBING loſt him no reputation. His fune- 
ral Sermons are ſeveral. As for Mr. WILkESõ, 


the Reverend Mr. A$HwoRTH; and for that 
venerable confeſſor the Reverend Mr. Tro- 


Mas EMLYN; alſo his four Volumes of Ser- 


mons. His account of Lord Kilmarnock ; 
which drew out the pointings of ill-nature 
and bitterneſs towards him from angry pens; 


but reflected more infamy on the Authors 


themſelves. His two Volumes of Diſcourſes on 
natural religion and facial virtue, which had 
Two THOUSAND Subſcribers! a teſtimony 
of public eſteem, perhaps no other Divine 
can boaſt; yet this laſt effort of his abiliti 

roved too much for his conſtitution, ws; 
he ſunk under theſe his labours. His works 
are tranſlated into foreign languages; and he 
is, by his writings doing honour to his coun- 
try throughout diſtant . Kingdoms and em- 
pires. 

HIS popular pulpit- talents were very rare 
and extraordinary. The firſt eclat given him, 
which threw him on the wings of fame, 
was by a PRYSYCIAN of rank and eminence, 
held in great eſteem in this city, who hap- 


pening to m__ by the houſe where he was 
pireach- 


preaching, ſtanding up for ſhelter from the 
rain, heard a few ſentences, and was charm- 
d, went in, ſtaid the whole time of the 
Sevvice ; and upon all occaſions ſpoke of him 
with emphatical eſteem as a Preacher * | 
Burr the Lord's-day evening Lecture, be- 
gun in 1728, which he carried on at the 
Old Jeury for above twenty years, main- 
taining the reputation of it throughout, even 
until his bodily weakneſſes obliged him 
to quit that Service, ſhewed, beyond all l 
debate, that his popularity did exceed any 
thing yet known among the Proteſtant Diſ- | 
fenters. — Here was a confluence of perſons 
of every rank, ſtation, and quality. Mi, 
free-thinkers, numbers of Clergy ; who, whilſt 
they gratified their curioſity, had their pre- | 
poſſeſſions ſhaken, and their prejudices looſ-, 
ened. And of the z fine and ſucceſs of | 
% ov 6 25 y ; 5 5 ; ſe 
Another teſtimony given in favour of Dr. Fos- 
TER's talent in preaching, take from the celebrated 
Pope, in his Epilogue to the Satyrs, Dial, I. Lines 131, 
132 A | e PASTOR 


ol 


66 Let modeſt FosT ER, if he will, excell 
« Ten Metropolitans in preaching well,” 


- The unexampled ill-nature of his Editor appears in the 
note, viz. This corifirms an obſervation which Mr. Hobbes 
made long ago, that there be very few Biſhops that act a 
Sermon 15 well, as divers Preſbyterians and fanatic prea- 
chers can do. See Warburtow's Edit, of Pope's works, 
Vol. IV. p. 299. which note has ſunk this annotator 


* 


even below contempt, —— | 


J 


ther fruit of the higheſt mental 
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theſe Lectures he had a large number of 
written teſtimonials from unknown, as well 
as known perſons — The flowers of oratory 
grew here upon the plant of divine truth and 
reaſon, from which his audience might ga- 
tile and 
moral complexion. — 
AND what gave the finiſhing ſtrokes of 
this character, was, that his popularity did not 
rob him of his humility and modeſty, nor 
injure his chriſtianity, He uſed no deluſive 
arts to bribe the paſſions, to play with the 
imagination, and ſo impoſe on the under- 
ſtanding, He had no ambiguities, no diſ- 
guiſes ;. but whatever he thought an impor- 
tant truth, he delivered 80 freedom and 


without reſetve. 


This ſhall ſuffice as an n hiſtorical Epitome 


of his life and labours. x 


II. TnzRs is a yet nearer accommoda- 
tion with Barnabas in his perſonal character ; ; 
for, he was 4 good man, I mean good, in 
the ſublime ff of the term; his humanity 
was illuſtrious! all who knew him, could 
not but admire his generous ſentiments and 
compaſſionate ſympathies. The towring am- 
bition of his Soul, appears to have been ani- 
mated by benevolence. Which goodneſs, or 
benignity always has a poverty of ſpirit as its 
baſis; i. e. a freedom from ar 

or 
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for where the ſordid, the ſelfiſh, the avari- 
tious diſpoſition is found, this goodneſs is e- 
ver a ſtranger. But his beneficence was fo 
extraordinary, that he never reſerved any of 
his apporntments for his own future uſe; but 
his poor 6rethren in the miniſtry, the widow, 
the fatherleſs, the diſtreſſed, were his TRE A- 
SURY, — And had it not been for the two 
thouſand Subſcribers to his Diſcourſes on na- 
tural religion, &c, he muſt have died poſ- 
ſeſſed of ſcarce any property; for among all 
his objects of compaſſion, that moiſt remote 
from conſideration was himſelf. 

IN this goodneſs of ſpirit we ſhall likewiſe 
diſcover the real ground of his poPULARI- 
TY. For although his fine genius, his live- 
ly imagination had the aid of an uncommon 
ſprightlineſs and vivacity in his addreſs, as 
well as the decorations of choſen dition, 
maſterly expreſſion, and ſublime idea: yet, 
the generoſity, the godlike benevolence of 
his ſpirit ever gave the moſt captivating 
TOUCHES in all his compoſitions! his manly 
ſympathies had in them the fire, the energy, 
that ſo irreſiſtibly charms ! — What was ſel- 
fiſh, mean, and ungenerous bluſhed before 
him; and in this divine imitation of the ſu- 
preme, eſſential G6oop, he ſeemed to have 


placed his utmoſt delight and glory. 
D He 
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He was alſo full of the holy Spirit. 

Nor in the ſenſe of the. extraordinary 
gifts, as was the caſe with Barnabas: not in 
the ſenſe of modern Enthyfiafts, who pre- 
tend to inſpirations, viſions, and revelations : 
No; but in his judicious diſcernment of the 
doctrines, ſpirit, and precepts of the Goſpel, 
He had inveſtigated with ſo much ſtudy, at- 
tention, and judgment, the New Teſtament 
writings, as to diſcover the ſimplicity and 
plainneſs of their doctrines, the reaſonable- 
neſs of their precepts, the excellence of their 
example, and the divinity of their ſpirit. — 
He deſpiſed the - ſyſtematic jargon of the 
ſchools ; the abſurdity. and myſtery of. hu- 
man ſyſtems, he ſevered and cut away 
from the pure and rational inſtructions of the 
Goſpel. 

n1s clear diſcernment of the rights of 
conſcience, and the ſuperior claims of private 
judgment, in all matters of faith and wor- 
ſhip, might be concluded from all his 
woRKs. But no where more fully than in 
his chapter on the inſtitution and end of civil 
government, where he ſays, The magiſtrate's 
authority in matters of conſcience muſt be 
nothing, unleſs it be unlimited and abſolute 
in all inſtances: to aſſert which would be to 
aboliſh reaſon, conſcience, and integrity al- 
tagether; and to exclude the government of 

GOD 
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Gop bhimſelf. To. allow the Magiſtrate 
right to impoſe the minuteſt article in reli- 
gion, is directly calculated, and the expe- 
rience of the world ſhews, that it has no 
other uſual effect, than to produce igno- 
rance, ſlavery, and miſery, — A public lead- 
ing in religion, has uſually been the - bane of 
knowledge and rational piety ; and continues 
at this day, in almoſt all nations, to be no 
better than the eſtabliſhment of falſehood and 
iniquity by a law.” None more clearly 
ſaw, nor with more ſtrength expoſed the 
groundleſs claims of implicit faith, and the 
. extravagance of a blind credulity. - 
HE had very ſadly and very long expe- 
perienced the effects of bigotry among pro- 
reſtants; which led him to expoſe indo- 
| lence, inattention, prejudice, ſenſuality, and 
ſuperſtition, as the grand ſources of the cor- 
uptions of chriſtianity, as well as of the de- 
plorable darkneſs of human reaſon. — His 
life and labors did uniformly recommend the 
beneficial, uſeful ſpirit of the Goſpel, in -n 
the divine virtues that are ſocial and 
ſonal, For he was convinced, the — 
deſign of Chriſts miniſtrations were moral, 
vi. to promote virtue, and advance the in- 
tereſts of morality in the world, — in order 
that the grace and mercy of 60D may be 
manifeſt in the execution of his office, as 
bead over all things to his Church, 

D 2 WOULD 
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wol p you ſurvey his brotherly kind- 
neſs? © he would have chriſtians be con- 
tent with the $sCRIPTURE-RULE, and unite 
in affection, though they cannot in opinion. 
Nothing muſt be made eſſential to chriſtia- 
nity, but what the Goſpel has directly fixed 
as ſuch; and we ſhould allow the ſame li- 
berty to others, which we claim for our- 
ſelves; becauſe in every ſuch inſtance, fancy 
and partiality being our only guides, we muſt 
for ever deſpair of harmony and peace. 
See his chapter on Catholic communion *, 
Do you aſk, how he diſcovered this ſpirit 
in his own perſonal behaviour? I would an- 
ſwer, that in the article of BAPTISM, which 
he thought moſt properly applicable to the a- 
dult, he made it appear that this did not injure 
his charity, nor ſo much as limit his Srotherly 
kindneſs. Such was his integrity, he followed 
eloſely the convictions of his own mind ; at- 
the ſame time preſerving a ſacred regard to 
the rights of - wn who differed from him; 
— for in his religious, ſocial deportment, he 
made every prejudice: give way, and every 
paſſion do homage to charity. So full was 
he of the holy ſpirit — Or, would you ſur- 
vey his piety? His chapters on the divine 
Fer fections, give you a chart of its funda- 
: 5 5 | „ 0 5 mentals, 
*The Reverend Mr. WILLIAM WHISTON, when 


diſſatisfied with the Liturgy of the Church of England, 


cole to join with the church under the Doctor's paſto- 
ral Cate. . a 7 Ks 
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mentals, as his offices of devotron do furniſh 
a ſample of the ſpirit of his piety, And 
ſuch are the exalted, adoreable ſentiments 
he had of Deity, that even the enemy to 
free prayer, if ſerious, could not avoid being 
fervently engaged, whilſt he led the pub- 
lic homage. Ne 

AGAIN, will you aſk, how was he full of 
the holy fpirit, in the ſenſe he had of the 
various branches of moral obligation, re- 
ſpecting the preſent condition of man? His 
chapter on the relative duties, and his own 
perſonal behaviour, in civil, ſocial, and 
religious life, will give you a ſatisſactory ſo- 
lution. His civil principles were full of 
LOYALTY to the preſent ROYAL FAMILY ; 
an ardent love of his country poſſeſſed him, 
and'a mighty advocate he always was for 
the civil and religious liberties of mankind. 
He laboured to diſſeminate principles of 
public virtue and true patriotiſm. POoPERY 
and JAcoBITISM he thoroughly deteſted 
and abhorred.— 
© HE was zealouſly deſirous to expoſe all 
immorality and vice, as deſtructive of order, 
harmony, and peace in ſociety; and as ruin- 


ing the proſperity of families, and the hap- 


pineſs of individuals, 

"HE earneſtly laboured to impreſs the 
riſing age with ſentiments of honour, de- 
cency and virtue; as he knew them to give 
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the youth his true glory. And without 
which, all accompliſhments and emoluments 
leave him in a character and condition ſnock- 
ingly mean and difgracefn], t 5) 
His Concern to lay a good foundation for 
the inſtitution of youth, appears from his 
chapter on Education. | f 
AND as he was very ſenfible of the horrid 
effects of Bigotry and ſuperſtition, he levelled: 
his aim at the demolition of their power and 
influence. This poured upon him floods of 
hatred, malice and envy, from numberleſs 
zealots ; who, not content with giving him 
the brand of hereſy, preſumed to charge him 
with deiſin and infidelity *, One would have 
been glad theſe virulent tongues had been 
only thoſe of the moft abandoned character. 
But alas! ſuch unchriſtian cenſures have iflued 
from the mouths of men, who, by their pro- 
feſſion, ſhould have known far better. —How- 
ever I preſume to add, He was fullof faith. 
HEAR 


It would be well if many who uſe the term Dei}, 
by way of reproach, would learn more modeſty and 
good manners, or rather how: to do juſtice to cha» 
racters. If they mean by it to charge a man with diſbe- 
lieving revelation, if he is one who has a ſincere vene- 
ration for it, they are immoral and wicked in the defa- 
mation ; and he whom they defame might as righteoufly 
charge them with theft and murther, however innocent 
they may be of theſe crimes. ] mention this, be- 
cauſe the caluniny has been often thrown on the pious 
Doctor. All ſincere chriſtians are, in the proper 
ſenſe of the word, Deifts, u—— e 
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HEAR him thus ſpeak of himſelf, I 
have aimed ultimately at the advancement 
of the glory of Chriſt, and the exaltation 
of his divine religion and I take this op- 
portunity to declare, in an age in which 
SCEPTICISM prevails to a high degree, that 
I eſteem it an honour to be a firm behever ; 
and from devotedneſs of mind a preacher and 
public advocate for the chriſtian inſtitution; 
and think all thoſe juſtly chargeable with 
great baſeneſs, puſillanimity and hypoeriſy, 
who either preach or profeſs it for the ſake 
of popularity, or any worldly conſideration 
whatſoever, without being themſelves real 
and hearty chriſtians &.“ This will ſerve to 


ſhew he was a profeſſed BELIEyYER in the 


Goſpel ſcheme. | 
BUT he was alſo full of faith, as it de- 
notes the influence it had on his ſpirit and 
life: he believed firmly the great promiſes 
of the Goſpel, as they reſpe& the providence 
of God, and his gracious aids of the chriſtian 
at preſent; as alſo the life and happineſs 
which theſe report as future and eternal. 
„% When a young ſtudent called upon him, 
during thoſe diſcompoſing times in the WEST, 
who ſeemed a little diſpirited, Mr. Fos TRR 
looking ſtedfaſtly in his face, ſaid to him, 
What? doeſt thou think there is no frutb 
in 


* See his cencluſion, Vol. I. p. 269. 
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in the promiſes? — Firſt ſeek the Kingdom of 
God, ' and his righteouſneſs, and all other things 
ſeal be added. All things ſhall work together 
for good to them that — God, &c.” _ 
N his extremeſt difficulties he was cheers 
ful, both when by Mendip and at Trowbridge 
where he had very ſhort allowance. 

H1s faith in the promiſes, as they have refer- 
rence to another ſtate, he hadin lively exerciſe; 
And in a lucid interval, about fix weeks 
before his death, he ſpoke with great clear- 
neſs and connection upon thoſe words of the 
Apoſtle's; if in this life only we have hope in 
Chriſt, we are of all men moſt miſerable ! chu- 
ſing to apply it to his own condition. 

HE knew he had preſerved an inviolable 
Integrity, and a ſteady attachment to the in- 
tereſts of truth and liberty: fo that un- 

der the load of reproach and calumny, 
his confidence was on high; he knew his 
judge wil be his advocate in the face of the 
whole world. Moreover, all his labors ſhew, 
that he underſtood the great deſign of chriſt's 
mediation to be, the reconciling men to God, 
.by promoting virtue, and advancing the 
intereſts of truth and goodneſs in the world 
And who will call in queſtion his faith, whoſe 
ſoul was ſo deeply wounded with the infidelity 
and ſcepticiſm of the age ? ——— | 


2 Hus 


TH us far there is an happy ſimilitude be- 
tiveen BARNABAS and your deceaſed paſtor, — 
If any ſhould fay, the latter had his imper- 
fections; ſo had Barnabas. He had his par- 
tialities and infirmities, as ſeems evident from 
his great attachment to John Mark. 
But whatever they were, either in him, of 
in our deceaſed BROTHER, they were ſuch 
as did conſiſt with the nobleſt ſublime ſenti- 
ments, and the moſt exemplary and ſhining 
generoſity. | | 

REFLECTIONS. 

I. O be good, ſincerely benevolent, is, 
| in the moſt eminent and exalted 
ſenſe, to be full of the Holy Spirit —— No 
higher effects are ever once propoſed to be 
wrought on man by the Goſpel ſcheme, — 
He might work miracles, underſtand all myſ- 
teries, and have all knowledge; and yet be a 
ſtranger to that generoſity and benevolence 
which are eſſential to goodneſs. | 
roo many will fancy they have ſundry 
claims to the favour and protection of Jeſus, 
as LoRÞ, whom he will one day openly diſ- 
own, and totally reject for want of goodneſs. 
How extremely perilous muſt it then be for 
any to pour contempt on the mera ſyſtem? 
And how very wild the opinion of a juſtify- 
ing faith, that does not work by love, and 

is not productive of good. works ? 
E. THE 

U 
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THE faith of the Enthufiaſt, or the faith of 
the ſuperſtitious, has productions of an inft- 
nitely baſer alloy: pride, envy, hatred, ma- 
lice, inhumanity, flow in the rapid ſtream of 
Nander, calumny and detraftion, — Whereas 
the fruit of the ſpirit is Jove, joy, peace, 

gentleneſs, goodneſs, 

II. Havx you ſeen the diſabling hand of 
providence laying afide an inſtrument melo- 
diouſly, highly tuned for the ſacred ſervices ? 
an object of public veneration ! This ſhou'd 
humble the pride of man, and diſcountenance 
all his vanity ; fince neither natural nor mo- 
ral excellencies, cou'd ſecure from thoſe with- 
drawments of God's invigorating preſence 
and bleſſing. 

JEALOYsy ſhou'd be excited, (when ſuch 
ſhining abilities and ſuperior goodneſs have 
had deep ſhades drawn over them by the 
hand of heaven, ) leſt you, in ſome meaſure 
may have unhappily contributed to the necęſ- 
ty of the divine proceedure — Aſk your- 
ſelves, did you lend him your attendance 
only to charm the ear, but wou'd not ſuffer 
him to reach or impreſi your hearts? You 
are then cenſured by the voice of the public, 
which has confeſſed that both theſe were his 
_ talents, * Such hearers EZEKIEL had; 
and - of whom he fadly complains, they | 
beard Go s words, but did them not. — The 

©" 2 pro- 
* FosTER, thou only haſt the pleaſing art, 
« At once to charm the car, and mend the heart.“ 
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prophet -was to them as a lovely bog of one 
that had a ſkilful, melodious voice. The Ear, 
effects are no more, nor any better upon ſuch ***"i 


hearers than from an Tallan opera Song, or 32. 


from the thrilling harmony of a muſical con- 
cert, But— this is not the end of God's raiſing 
up men ſo qualified to preſide over his houſhold, 
to give to each his portion in due ſeaſon. | | 
ou who have improved, (and I hope 

many of you have, in knowledge and virtue 
under his miniſtrations, you ſhou'd embalm 
his memory in thankſgivings to God, that . 
ye knew him; with grateful reflections on his 
labours; and with pious reſolutions of adhering 
with full purpoſe of heart unto the Lord. 
to this, did all his endeayours molt earneſtly 
exhort you, | 

III. s1ncs ſuperior talents and ſhining vir- 
tues give the wider ſcope to envy, calumny and 
detraction,— ſurely we, any of us, may be gee — 
reconciled to popular cenſure, and to the iv. 
rancour of bigots, becauſe of our religious 
ſentiments ; rejoycing likewiſe in the aſſu- 
rance, that our fates arenot to be determined by 
the prejudices or paſſions of men, but he who 
judgeth us, 7s the Lord, Under which perſua- 
ſion, we ſhall be able to bleſs them who curſe, 
and do good to them who hate or deſpiſe us. 

IV. Miniſters, in a particular manner, ſhould 
improve the death of this good man, by catch- 
ing his ſpirit and enquiring after his God. — 
Ardemly ſhould we cry out, where is the * 
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God of Elijah ? — How, when, and where ſhall 


we Experience a like preſence with us? Alſo; a 
like ardor, zeal, and ne be found in our 
ſpirits and labors? Above all, may we emulate 
his benevolence and integrity. — May we be 
utter ſtrangers to deceit, diſſimulation, and 
Battery. ready to follow TRUTH, under her 
divine lead, however ſhe may expoſe us.— In 
a word, may we have wiſdom and fortitude to 
copy cloſely after this fair example. To this 
purpoſe; brethren, PRAY FOR Us. 4 
that the cauſe of religion, virtue, truth, 
and liberty, may not languiſh, nor their inte- 
reſts ſuffer under the hands of us his ſurvi- 
vors. — But that we alſo may be inſtrumental 


in turning many to righteouſneſs. - 


1 $4ALL conclude with an exhortation to 
you of this cyuRcn, to which the deceaſed 
ſtood in a paſtoral relation. Do him the juſ- 
tice, © to remember he was one who watched 
for your ſouls, deſirous to give an account of 
them with joy: in doing. ſo, you will have 
the trueſt compaſſion on yourſelves; for 
ſhould he do it with grief, it will be very 
unprofitable to you. — : 

BE not then flothful : but followers of him 
and of your former amiable paſtor, who 
through faith and patience are nom both of 
them inberiting the promiſes. pee 


* - 


T 
Cod of Elijah ? — How, when, and where ſhall 
we experience a like preſence with us? Alſo, a 
like ardor, zeal, and fervency be found in our 
ſpirits and labors? Above all, may we emulate 
his benevolence and integrity. — May we be 
utter ſtrangers to deceit, diſſimulation, and 
Battery. ready to follow TRUTH, under her 
divine lead, however ſhe may expoſe us.— In 
a word, may we have wiſdom and fortitude to 
copy cloſely after this fair example. To this 
purpoſe; brethren, PRAY FOR Us. Pray 
that the cauſe of religion, virtue, truth, 
and liberty, may not languiſh, nor their inte- 
reſts ſuffer under the hands of us his ſurvi- 
vors. — But that we alſo may be inſtrumental 
in turning many to righteouſneſs. 

I ﬆH ALL conclude with an exhortation to 
you of this cuURcn, to which the deceaſed 
ſtood in a paſtoral relation. Do him the juſ- 
tice, © to remember he was one who watched 
for your ſouls, deſirous to give an account of 
them with joy: in doing fo, you will have 
the trueſt compaſſion on yourſelves; for 
ſhould he do it with grief, it will be very 
unprofitable to you. — g 

BE not then flothful : but followtrs of him 
and of your former amiable paſtor, who 
through faith and patience are nom both of 
them inberiting the promiſes. 1 


